Australia’ svulnerable bonanza, part 1

By Dr Carlo Kopp

The Barrow Idand Gorgon gas
processing plant will more than
double the economic output of the
gasrich Pilbara region. To the
northeast the Timor Sea also shows
enormous promisefor exports.

Thisdevel opingeconomicbo-
nanzaalso createsastrategic vuk
ner abilityof major propor tions.

Indonesia’ sacqui si tionof mod
ern Russian weap ons such asthe
750nm-radius Sukhoi Su-30 fighter
withlong-range, stand off missiles,
will providethecapabil ity, per haps
asearly as 2005, to at tack the
gas-processinginfrastructureand
offshoreplatforms.

Asingle, super sonic Raduga
3M-82/Kh-41 Sun burn, MBRPA
3M-55/Kh-61 Yakhont or sub sonic
Novator 3M-54E1 Alfa anti-ship
ping cruisemissilecould cripple—
if not de stroy —any of theselarge
facilitiesinasinglestrike.

Thesemissilesweredesignedto
cut small war shipsin half. Asingle
hitcould startuncontrol lablefires
in petrochemical plants and off-
shorerigs.

Each of the LNG tank farms at
Burrup and Gor gon, when full,

Kegping the RAAF on itstoes

This Sukhoi (a navalised Su-33) hasthe Sun burn slungin
thecentrelinetun nel,with the Yakhonin thefore ground.

of such tar gets makes them hugely
vul ner abletosuchmissiles.
HistoricallyAustralia’ snorth
hasnot beenregarded asvul ner &
ble. Key tar gets such as RAAF
Lear month, Tindal, Dar winand
Cur tinwouldrequireapounding
with con crete-piercing bombsto
destroyunder groundor revetted
fuel tanks and close down run ways,
or many preci sionweapon hitsor
low level straf ing to de stroy pro-
tected air craft and other infra
structure. Astrike pack agewitha

aretank ersand Wedgetail AEW& C
air craft ontheapron. They aretoo
large for revet mentsand ex posedto
spall and shrap nel damage.

Un like guided bombswhichre-
quiregooddeliverytechnique, pro-
filesfor shooting Russiananti-ship
andland at tack cruisemissilesare
undemanding. Climbtocruiseal ti
tude, fly to a pre-planned IP, pro
gram the missilewith thetar get
posi tionand hit the picklebut ton
up to 160 nauti cal milesaway.
Then fly home and watch CNN for

Soresener Livalenttoa dozen or moreair craft would be bombdamageassessment.
gyeq neededtodeliver deci sivedamage.
1.3-megaton nu clear war head. The o
. . However, standoffmissiles
sizeandenor mousradar signature . .
coulddoseri ousdamageifthere

. . Isradli  Prime  Minister  Ariel The United States, which had
| ndia will buy Sharon's curtailedvisittoIndiaThe beenblock ing thesaleof Phalconsto
| Sraell AWACS dedl is likely to include transfer d bothIndiaand China, gavelsrael the

NEw DELHI - Isradl and India
arelikely tosignabil lion-dollar desl
for three Phalcon AWACS rada
systemswithin weeks, asare sult of

source codefor the system.

The Phalcon is an Israeli-devel
oped long-range radar warning ad
control systemcar riedinaRussian
Ilyushin-76 cargo plane.

go-ahead last month.

Thelsraeli leader arrivedinindia
withadel egationincludingchief ex
ecutivesof major | sraeli ar maments
firms.
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Thenotionthat the RAN using
Aegisclasswar shipscandefend

gasindustrysitesbeliesseveral re-
al i ties—thenumber of possi ble
high-valuetar getsex ceedsanyrea-
son able number of hullsthe RAN
could op er ate Then the sea-skint
ming pro file hidesthemun der the
radar hori zonuntil thefi nal 15-to
20-mile run to im pact. The 3M-
82/Kh-41 and 3M- 55/Kh-61flying
mach 2+ at sealevel arechal leng-
ingtar gets.

Inter ceptorsscrambledfrom
Lear monthwith tanker and Wedge-

tail sup port fare much better, but
need to be launched very early on
JORN track data to nail the bogey
beforeit can get its shot off.
Thispresentsahypotheti cal for
Australia. Oncethe TNI-AU builds
upitsfleet of Sukhoisand missiles,
anIndonesiaat oddswith Can
berrawould have the op tion of
posing signifi canteconomicdam
ageandpoliti cal embar rassment.
If Australiaconfineditsre
sponse to sortieschallenging intru
sions, the RAAF would haveto
scramblefight ers, Wedgetail and
tank ersto block every sor tie
tracked by JORN. Re peated probes
and U-turns by Su-30 — a Cold War

Russiantactic — could put an
enor mous strain on the RAAF
withoutfiringasinglemissile.

Australiamay or may not have
theoptionof launchinga
counter force strike to knock out
theSukhoisandtheir oper ating
bases—likeAustralia’sair fields
Indonesia’ swouldrequireade
cent poundingtodisable.

We could ar guead nauseum
abouttheintentionsof afuture
Indonesiangovernment—ul ti
mately intentisunknowable,
giventheongoinginstabil ityin
Indonesia. But post-2005, Indo
nesa’s optionsfor stickingittoa
recal citrant Canberrabroaden

|
North Korea

rattles new rocket

\W ASHINGTON — The US has
confirmed that North Korea has a
newintermedi ate-range missile ca
pableof strikingneighbouring cour
tries, but not the United States —and
byinferenceAustralia.

The new weapon is an advance
from Scud and No Dong-type mis
siles, which are based on So viet-era
technol ogy andlack accuracy.

A missileisclassi fiedasinterme
diate if it has a range of between
500km and 5500km. The souce
would not confirm the weapon is
based on an old Soviet subma
rine-launched missile, the SSN-6

Sawfly. The Seoul newspaper
Chosun I1bo re ported that the new
missile had a range of up to
4000km.

The Scud-type missiles have a
range of about 1300km.

In 1998, the Taepo Dong-1, fit-
ted with a solid-propellant third
stage, wasabletodeliver asat el lite
intoanel lipti cal or bit.
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