By Dr Carlo Kopp
M ELBOURNE — Early retire-
ment of the F-111 will im pair Aus
tralia’ sabil itytocontribute
effectivelytoUS-ledcoali tioncam
paigns. It demon stratesare mark
ableinsensitivity to the pres sures
faced by theUSandig no rance of
the bomb ing tech niquesused in Af
ghanistan and Irag.

The US Air Force has adopted a
techniquecalled“ per sistent bom
bard ment” designed for therapid
defeat of highlymobileandfleeting
groundtar gets—ter ror istsand mr
li tiasinlight vehi cles, ar mour, me
bileair defences and motor ised
and ar moured ground units. The
stun ning col lapse of Saddam’ sRe
pub li can Guard owed muchto the
massiveattritioninflicted by coalt
tionair craft flying per sistent bom
bardment — for mallylabelled” Kill
BoxInterdiction” .

A bomber or bitsin a box of in-
ter estwithinminutesof potential
tar gets. Assoon asatar getisposi-
tivelyidenti fied, thebomber at-
tackswithprecisionweapons.

In thisgamethelon ger theair-
craftcanor bitbetweenaerial
refuellings and the more bombs it

Pergsgencewinsfriends, influence

can carry, the better. The B-1B and
B-52H heavy bomb ersworked
over timeinbothair campaigns,
whileF-15Esfrequently remained
aloft for nineto 10 hours on such
sor ties. Evensothe USex peri-
encedagenuineshortageinthese
highpayload/highendur ance
plat forms— so much so that 30
B-1Bsarebeing pulled out of
AMARC moth ballstoreturnto ac
tive duty.

TheF-16C, requiringoftena
dozen or sorefuellingsa sor tie,
wasnotapromi nentplayerover
Iragor Afghani stan.

TheUSisnowsufferinggenuine
diffi cultiesinprovidingenough
tanker capacity for itsforces. A
largepro por tion of the KC-135E
and KC-135R fleets are queued up
at depotsfor cor rosionand systems
repairs. Such down time may have
beentol er ableadecadeago. But
nowitiscausingreal grief asthe
USNavy isnow al most whollyreli-
anton USAIir Forcetankers.

Per sistentbombardment de-
mandstwicetherefuel lingsupport
comparedwithtradi tional strike

techniques.

Whilethe USwill ac cept al most
anycoalitionforcecontribution it
can get, itisquite clear that con tri-
bu tionswhich put less strain on
stretched US capabilitieslike
tanking will befar more ap pre ci
atedthancontri butionswhichadd
toexistingstresses. Contri butions
which are well matched to the roles
and missionswherethe USisrun
ning short of as sets—air framesand
qualified aircrew—will obvi ously
carrymorepoliti cal weightin
Washington.

Inthiscontext, theF-111isthe
best combat asset the ADF hasto
contributetocoali tionair cam
paigns. With the abil ity to carry al-
most 50 per cent of Mk.82 load of a
USB-52H,withexcellentloi teren
dur anceand range by vir tue of
34,000Ib inter nal gasand a swing
wing, apair of F-111sdeliverssim
i lar combat ef fect toa B-52H —
armedwithpreci sionweapons.

* Continued next page

Poor armour
killed sergeant

LONDON — Britain’s Ministry of
Defence admitted some military
equip ment for British troopsin Iraq
wasin short sup ply at the start of the
Iragwar, af ter thewidow of aBritish
soldier killed in Irag demanded a
publicapol ogy fromDefenceSecre-
tary Geoff Hoon.
Hoonrefusedtotakeresponsi bil-

ity for the fate of 33-year-oldSer
geant Steve Rob erts, killed four days
into the Irag war on March 24 be-
cause his body armour was taken
away from him.

Anof fi cia report said last week
that Roberts, serving with the 2nd
Royal Tank Regiment near the
southern Iragi town of Al-Zubayr,
was is sued with spe cial ar mour but
was told to hand it back because
other troopsdid not haveenough. He
wasgivenlessef fectivear mour.

An investigation by the defence
ministry concluded that thebetter ar-
mour would have saved hislife.

Hoon had claimed 98 percent of
British equipmenthad reached Iraq
intimefor thewar.

The UK de ployed 46,000 troops
to theGulf and51 werekilled

Britain’s National Audit Office
said not enough specialflak jackets
were distrib utedto frontlinetroops,
adding that there had been difficul
tieswithdistri bution.
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The RAAF iswell practisedin
flying per sistentbombardment—
thismethod hasitsor i ginsin TAC
48th TFWtech niqueswhich were
assimilatedviaexchangepostings
toAmber ley.

aUSad aptation of the RAAF
Amber ley-devel opedtechnique,
Preci sionAir Support.

If Australiaistomaxi misethe

paigns, contributingcapabilities
the USishurting for issmarter
thancontributingcapabilities the

Germans sue on
radar radiation

BERLIN — German soldiers ex-
posed to high radiation from radar
and later devel oped can cer are now
suingtheAmeri candefencecompa

nies which made the equip ment.

A court in El Paso, Texas, has

Tthenovel bombing par adigmis

politi cal returnfromcoalition cam-

UShasinabundance, or adding
stress on the UStanker fleet.

The plan to dump the F-111
wholly disregardsthe problemsthe

USAIr Forcefaces—every F-111is

worth about 150 per cent of an
F-15E and de mands|esstanking.
Inper spective Australia’s30plus
F-111sareequivalent in punch to
25 per cent of the USAir Force
F-15E fleet.

Killing off the F-111 also im-
pactsthe USpostureinthevol atile
Asia-Pacific. It shiftsacapabil ity
burden on to the over stretched US
Air Force— some thing which the

Amer i canswill recogniseover time.

Thelongrunningandacri monr
ousar gumentover capabilities
betweentheUSanditsEU al lies
owesmuchtocapabil itydownsiz
inginthe EU.

Therefore, kill ing off theF-111
fleet sendsa clear messageto
Washingtonthat Australiahasno
respect for thegenuinepressures
the USisfacing over the next de-
cade—andthat Australiaistreat
ingitscoali tioncontri butionsas
an ex cuseto pushitsown force
structur ing pressuresinthere
gion ontothe US

CanAustraliaaf fordtobeso
politi callynaive?

German Bundeswehr soldiers suf-

ation that could reach as high as

fering from leukemia or testicular $450mil lion, the Ger man edi tion of
cancer who claim they contracted the Financial Timesreported.

their illness after ex posuretoradar

equipment made by American de
fence contrac torssuch as Raytheon

Most of the effected workers

were mecharics who operatedand
, maintainedradarfacil i tiesandwere

Lucent Technol ogiesandI TTIndus consequently ex posedtohighlevels

tries.
The US case wasfirst filed in aut
tumn 2002 by close to 450 sick sot

of radi ation.
The aleged exposures took
place over morethan three de cades,

agreed to hear a case brought on by ~ diers, who are seeking compens- from 1958 to 1994.
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